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Biden Becomes the Presumptive Nominee 

Sanders may be gone, but his policies will not be 
forgotten. 



2020 Look Ahead: How Will Biden Win Over Bernie 

Supporters and Swing Voters? 

 

 Biden has unveiled several policies intended to appeal to progressives: On April 9, the 
presumptive nominee announced two new policy positions that are more in line with 
progressive ideals. The first would lower the Medicare eligibility age to 60, while the second 
would expand student debt forgiveness programs to low-income and middle-class families. 
Biden also recently endorsed Elizabeth Warren’s bankruptcy reform plan. 

 Biden has gathered support from some very big names: Bill Clinton, Barack and Michelle 
Obama, Republican John Kasich, and others.  

 We’ve seen many of his former challengers endorsing him during the Democratic National 
Convention this week.  



 What considerations are there in selecting a running mate? 

 How does a running mate further electability?  

 How does a running mate balance the ticket ideologically - for a moderate like Biden, will the person appeal to 

progressives? Will they appeal to moderate voters in swing states?  

 Will this person appeal to those who previously sought a woman or person of color for president? 

 Kamala Harris does fit these requirements but in addition: 
 Her experience as a battle-tested presidential contender,  
 Her efforts leading major law enforcement offices 
 political track record of three election wins in California  

 Harris isn’t known for her health care positions but has frequently pushed policies to boost health equity for 
vulnerable Americans. That message could resonate during a pandemic and in a moment of national reflection on 
race. 

 

   

 

Presidential Election: VP Running Mate 

Kamala Harris 

U.S. Senator (D-CA), 

Former CA Attorney 

General 



Joe Biden 

 Expand government healthcare programs by 

establishing a Medicare-type public option to 

compete with private insurance.  

 This would not be through insurance but would be 

managed by CMS, who would negotiate directly with 

providers. 

 Biden would change the Medicare eligibility age to 60 

even for those covered in employer sponsored plans. 

 Allow Medicare to negotiate Rx drug prices.  

 And some of this pricing concession would be 

passed down to non-Medicare programs. 

 Prohibit surprise billing 

 Bring back the individual mandate 

 Would allow undocumented immigrants to buy in 

to the public option. 

 

Donald Trump 

How will Trump address voters’ increasing attention 

to healthcare issues?     

Pillars of the Trump healthcare plan: 

 Continue efforts to limit implementation of the 

Affordable Care Act (ACA) 

 Proceed with drug pricing rulemaking. Trump 

previously issued notices of proposed rulemaking to 

allow the importation of certain Rx drugs from 

Canada, require manufacturers to include list prices 

in television advertisements, and reform rebates to 

pharmacy benefit managers (PBMs) 

 Promote efforts to pass a bipartisan, bicameral 

deal from Congress to reduce drug prices 

 Combat surprise billing. The administration 

proposed rules require hospitals and insurers to 

transparently display prices online.  

Candidate Policy Comparison: Healthcare 
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221 Democratic 193 Republican  

21 Toss Ups 

218 needed for majority 
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35 Senate seats up for Election: Now predicted 

outcome: 47-47  
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Response to 

COVID-19 



Changes To Medicare Telehealth Benefits 

 stay. 

 Medicare has temporarily expanded its coverage of telehealth services to 
respond to the current Public Health Emergency to allow visits with a range 
of providers (like doctors, nurse practitioners, clinical psychologists, licensed 
clinical social workers, physical therapists, occupational therapists, and 
speech language pathologists) through telemedicine services. 

 Previously telemedicine was only allowed if there was a previous physician 
relationship with the provider. 

 Medicare also pays for “virtual check-ins”—brief, virtual services with a 
beneficiary’s personal physician (existing relationship required). 

 Medicare also covers communication with a beneficiary’s physician  
using online patient portals without going to the doctor’s office.  

 Since some people don’t have access to interactive audio-video technology 
needed for Medicare telehealth services, or choose not to use it even if 
offered by their practitioner, Medicare is allowing people to use an audio-
only phone. 

 

https://www.medicare.gov/coverage/telehealth
https://www.medicare.gov/coverage/virtual-check-ins
https://www.medicare.gov/coverage/virtual-check-ins
https://www.medicare.gov/coverage/virtual-check-ins
https://www.medicare.gov/coverage/e-visits
https://www.medicare.gov/coverage/e-visits


Applying for Part A and/or Part B 
 

 CMS has been coordinating with SSA on workarounds for 
initial enrollments into Social Security and Medicare. 

 Beneficiaries can now use the SSA locator to identify a local 
office with a dedicated fax number to process applications. 

 Documentation flexibility includes forms beneficiaries are 
likely to have in their possession such as tax returns, pay 
stubs, health insurance cards. 

 No wet signature required. 
 Beneficiaries who have been delayed enrolling in Part B due 

to COVID-19 (and also in certain cases Part A) will be 
allowed to enroll without penalty retroactive to their 
original effective date.   
 
 



Observation Stay Relief 

 CMS issued two waivers to allow relief from current Observation 
Stay rules for Medicare beneficiaries impacted by the COVID-19 
emergency. 

 SNF care without a 3-day inpatient hospital stay will be covered 
for beneficiaries who experience dislocations or are affected by 
the emergency. 

 Due to the current crisis, CMS also is utilizing the authority 
under section l8l2(f) providing renewed SNF coverage to 
beneficiaries without starting a new spell of illness and allowing 
them to receive up to an additional 100 days of SNF Part A 
coverage.  

 The policy applies only for those beneficiaries who have been 
delayed or prevented by the emergency itself from beginning or 
completing the process of ending their current benefit period 
and renewing their SNF benefits.  
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Medicare/Medicaid Buy-In 

▸Medicare for More 






